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gifts of-the people that visit the sacred tree near at
hand. His income from lands and offerings is reckoned
at eighty thousand rupees per year, out of which he has
to feed about a hundred pilgrims and ascetics daily.
The town is called Buddha Gaya, to distinguish it from
Brahma Gaya, or simply Gaya, five miles distant, to
which the Hindus resort. The town has existed for
2400 years. Buddha not only made there his great
discovery of the way of salvation, but also began his
work of publishing it. The people of that district were
the first to believe in him and receive his doctrines, and
it became for a time the headquarters of his faith. But
at the beginning of the fifth century it had lost its
Buddhist character and relapsed into Hinduism. In
the Vayu Purana is a legend to account for this change,
and for the sacred character it possesses in the minds of
the Hindus of the present day.

Brahma created all things by the order of Vishnu,
who from his fierce nature produced the asuras, and
from his humane nature the noble-minded devas.
Among the asuras was one Gay a, who was endowed
with immense strength and vigour. This great giant
measured 576 miles in height, 268 miles in girth, and
was a devout worshipper of Vishnu. With his breath
suppressed he practised great austerities for thousands
of years until the gods became afraid, and repaired to
Brahma for aid. Brahma led them to Siva, and he in
his turn conducted them to Vishnu, saying, "He will
devise some means of relief." Arriving in his presence
they adored him in a hymn, whereupon he tpld them
to proceed to the asura Gaya, and that he also would
accompany them.

The three deities asked Gaya why he persevered in his
austerities and assured him that they were prepared to